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Approved by: Council Meeting of: August 5, 2020 
_________________________________ Agenda Number:  
Keith Helmuth, City Engineer 
 
_________________________________ 
Arnoldo Rodriguez, City Manager 
 
 
SUBJECT: 

Project Cooperation Agreement between the City of Madera (City) and Madera Irrigation District 
(MID) – Golf Course Basins (Agreement) 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

Adopt the Resolution approving Agreement for use of the identified basins for recharge 
purposes. 
 
SUMMARY: 

The City and the MID have identified a project that, when complete, will serve to increase 
opportunities for recharge of the local aquifer within the limits of the City and the region in 
general. It is also anticipated that it will provide possible opportunities in which the Golf Course 
benefits through reduced need to utilize existing wells though the use of surface water. The 
proposed project seeks to provide physical pipe connections between MID facilities located 
adjacent to Road 23 and Avenue 17 and the Madera Municipal Golf Course (Golf Course) and an 
existing storm water basin (Basin) located on the southwest fringes of the Golf Course as well as 
one or more golf course water hazards. These connections will allow for the diversion of storm 
water or excess irrigation water in the adjacent MID canal that would normally pass through or 
around the City.  
 
DISCUSSION: 

In recent years, the City and the MID have discussed ways in which the City and MID can jointly 
participate in programs and activities that benefit the groundwater table. One of those ways 
includes sending additional surface water to existing storm drainage retention basins within the 
city that can accommodate additional water supplies that were not originally anticipated. This 
additional water, once percolated, assists in the City and region’s efforts in balancing demands 



on the water table with concerted efforts to recharge the water table. This proposal has already 
been successfully tested in the City/County at two different locations: 

 Berry Basin: Located west of Westberry Boulevard and north of the Fresno River, excess 
irrigation or stormwater is diverted through gates into this basin 

 A storm drainage basin north of Ellis Avenue and east of Country Club Drive where storm 
water is pumped from the MID canal west of Country Club Drive.  

 
There are two locations associated with this project; a Basin that receives runoff from the airport 
while the other is a water hazard. The locations are shown in Attachment 1. It is possible that 
other water hazards may also be appropriate for the proposed deposition of water and may be 
considered later as part of this agreement. Both locations are subject to Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) oversight. 
 
The Basin is in proximity to the current east-west runway; Runway 8-26. A request to close this 
runway in conformance with the 2015 Madera Countywide Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan 
is in process with the FAA. Without approval by FAA to close the runway, use of the Basin for 
recharge would almost certainly be restricted to its current storm drainage retention associated 
with surface runoff from the airport. This restriction is based upon the concern that a constant 
presence of water might result in regular use by birds which in turn might result in an increased 
possibility of bird strikes on planes. With the anticipated closure of the runway, staff is cautiously 
optimistic that the FAA will allow for this expanded use. At present, a dialogue has been initiated 
with the FAA that includes use of this Basin. While FAA seems to agree that the Basin can 
potentially be used for this purpose, they have expressed at least two qualifying comments: 

 The Basin should be at least 5,000 feet away from the nearest aircraft operations. This 
does not strictly refer to fixed wing aircraft. It includes piston powered aircraft. Based on 
this, any future proposal to use this runway surface for other types of aircraft operations, 
might result in the need to terminate this Agreement or certain areas to which it refers. 

 If MID is using any portion of the airport property for non-airport purposes, then MID 
should compensate the airport for such use. The Agreement provides 50% of the recharge 
benefit to the City. The FAA will need to confirm if this meets with their interpretation of 
compensation. 

 
Use of Golf Course water hazards for the proposed use does not represent a departure from the 
intended and acknowledged use as a water hazard. 
 
Staff’s recommendation is to approve the Agreement now to reduce the time between execution 
of the Agreement and possible use of the Basin for recharge this water delivery season. If the 
Agreement is already approved at the time the FAA grants authority to use the Basin for the use 
described herein, MID can immediately install the necessary infrastructure required to convey 
water to the Basin. Approval of the Agreement will also allow MID to immediately install an 
additional turnout to provide water to the golf course water hazard(s) that would not be subject 
to FAA approval. 
 



There is no cost to the City for implementation of this project. MID will construct all physical 
improvements at their cost. Additionally, the City and MID will each share 50% of the 
groundwater recharge benefits. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:      

There is no adverse fiscal impact to the City’s General Fund or other Funds. 
 
CONSISTENCY WITH THE VISION MADERA 2025 PLAN: 

Approval of this Agreement supports: 
 Strategy 101.6 - Ensure infrastructure can sustain population growth in the 

development of the General Plan. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 

Not approve Agreement – This would result in no benefit being realized by the City of Madera, 
Madera Irrigation District or Golf Course. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Location Map 
2. Resolution 

a.  Project Cooperation Agreement 
 
 

  



ATTACHMENT 1 

Location Map 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

Resolution 

 

  



RESOLUTION NO. 20-________ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MADERA, 
CALIFORNIA, APPROVING PROJECT COOPERATION AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF MADERA AND MADERA IRRIGATION 
DISTRICT – GOLF COURSE BASINS 

  
WHEREAS, the City of Madera (CITY) and Madera Irrigation District (MID) recognize the 

importance and value in increasing opportunities to promote and enhance groundwater recharge 

in the Madera Subbasin; and 

WHEREAS, the City and MID agree that use of an existing storm drainage basin (Basin) 

and water hazard(s) on Road 23 and Avenue 16 referred to as the Golf Course Basins and portions 

of the Madera Municipal Golf Course pond infrastructure have the potential to assist in recharge 

of groundwater in the Madera Subbasin; and 

WHEREAS, the MID agrees to design and construct necessary improvements with no 

funding requirement from the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City and MID shall equally benefit in any groundwater recharge associated 

with surface water directed to the Golf Course Basins or other areas located within the Madera 

Municipal Golf Course. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MADERA HEREBY finds, orders, 

and resolves as follows: 

1. The above recitals are true and correct. 
 

2. The Project Cooperation Agreement Between the City of Madera and Madera Irrigation 
District – Golf Course Basins (Agreement), a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 
1 and referred to for particulars, is approved. 

 
3. City staff will not grant permission to MID for use of the Golf Course Basin until FAA 

approval is granted. 
 

4. The Mayor is authorized to execute the Agreement in substantially the form approved 
by Council. 

 
5. This resolution is effective immediately upon adoption.  

 
*  * * * * 
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